The arches are semi-eireular with wooden
ties and the columns and capitals are of
varying types and dates. This edifice is so
verv similar to the Dome of the Rock that
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older chroniclers believed it to be the
model for the Qubbat As-Sakrah. Some
believe that it also served as a treasury
for Abd al-Malik, but the modern writers
like E.M. de Vogue and Rivoira consider
it either contemporary or even of a later
date than the Great Dome of the Rock.

MASJID AL-AQSA

0 The word Al-Aqsa
means the * remote'. According to early
Arabian legends, the entire area of the
Haram Ash-Sharif was called Al-Aqsa
" the remote place of adoration3*. Khalifa
Omar the Great on entering Jerusalem
made his devotions at the spot where
to-day stands the Mosque Al-Aqsa.
Originally on this very place, or near
about it, stood one of the Justinian
Churches dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin.
It is still a problem in the history of
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